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hroughout  Illinois  the  arts  are  alive  and  flourishing.  Witness 
our  rich  abundance  of  artists  and  arts  organizations  offering 
access  to  creative  expressions  which  enhance  the  quality  of  life 
for  all. 

At  the  Illinois  Arts  Council,  our  goal  is  to  ensure  that  the 
arts- in  all  their  exciting  diversity-are  available  to  every  Illi¬ 
nois  citizen.  Whether  you  are  an  artist,  the  administrator  of 
an  arts  program,  a  dedicated  volunteer,  student,  corporate 
leader  or  an  appreciative  audience  member,  your  involvement 
in  the  arts  is  integral  to  our  success. 

You  can- and  should-find  your  place  in  the  arts.  Each  of 
our  citizens  can  play  an  important  role  in  expanding  the 
dimensions  of  Illinois'  cultural  life .  Following  is  a  general  over¬ 
view  of  the  Illinois  Arts  Council’s  programs  and  services. 


ABOUT  THE  I  ILLINOIS  ARTS 
COUNCIL 

Created  by  the  Illinois  General  Assembly  in  1965,  the  Illinois 
Arts  Council  encourages  the  state-wide  development  of  the 
arts.  By  providing  financial  assistance,  as  well  as  special 
programs  and  services,  the  Council  assists  artists  and  arts 
organizations  on  behalf  of  cultural  excellence.  With  funds 
provided  annually  by  the  Illinois  State  Legislature  and  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  grants  are  awarded  in 
every  artistic  discipline. 

The  Illinois  Arts  Council  is  governed  by  a  Council  comprised 
of  up  to  thirty-five  citizens  from  throughout  Illinois,  who  are 
appointed  by  the  Governor.  Chosen  for  their  demonstrated 
commitment  to  the  arts,  the  Council  is  charged  with  devel¬ 
oping  the  state’s  public  arts  policy,  fostering  quality  cultural 
programs  and  approving  grants  expenditures. 


ADVISORY  PANELS 

Advisory  panels-composed  of  volunteer  individual,  state¬ 
wide  experts-are  appointed  by  the  Council  Chairperson  to 
assist  the  Council  in  the  review  of  grants  applications  and  to 
lend  expertise  on  policy  and  program  development. 

A  full  professional  staff  administers  and  develops  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  programs,  assists  grants  applicants  and  provides  pertinent 
information  to  the  public.  Our  staff  travels  extensively  around 
the  state,  providing  hands-on  technical  assistance  and  advice 
to  artists,  arts  and  community  organizations. 

For  further  information,  please  contact  the  Public  Informa¬ 
tion  Office  at  312/814-6750, 1/800/237-6994  (toll-free  in 
Illinois)  or  TDD  (for  the  hearing  impaired)  312/814-4831. 


VISUAL  ARTS  PROGRAMS 

Visual  Arts  Programs  support  and  promote  the  creation, 
development  and  presentation  of  visual  arts  activities 
including  those  in  architecture,  crafts,  photography  and 
performance  art. 


Exhibit  ion  Development  Program 

Exhibition  Development  Program  allows  Illinois  organiza¬ 
tions  and  curators  to  develop  contemporary  and  historical  art 
exhibitions  in  a  variety  of  media  and  styles. 

Partners  in  Purchase 

Partners  in  Purchase  provides  matching  funds  to  purchase 
completed  works  of  living  Illinois  visual  or  media  artists.  The 
program  enables  institutions  to  add  to  their  collections  and 
promotes  the  recognition  of  creative  artists. 

Traveling  Exhibits 

Traveling  Exhibits  offers  Illinois  organizations  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  sponsor  professionally  curated  exhibits  of  visual  and 
media  arts  provided  by  the  Exhibition  Development  Program 
for  a  nominal  rental  fee. 


ETHNIC  AIND  FOLK  ARTS 
PROGRAMS 


Ethnic  and  Folk  Arts  Programs  are  committed  to  supporting 
the  rich  and  diverse  traditional  arts  of  our  state’s  many 
cultures.  Financial  and  technical  assistance  is  provided  to  arts 
organizations  and  individual  artists  working  to  preserve 
ethnic  heritage  through  the  arts. 


Apprenticeship  Program 

Apprenticeship  Program  recognizes  and  fosters  the  master 
artist/apprentice  relationship  in  the  preservation  of  Illinois’ 
cultural  legacy. 


SPECIAL  ASSISTANCE 
GRANTS 


Special  Assistance  Grants  are  available  throughout  the  year 
to  organizations  and  individuals  to  address  specific  artistic, 
programming,  administrative  or  technical  needs  that  are  not 
anticipated  or  made  available  through  regular  grants. 


OFFICE  OF  FOCAL 
PARTNERSH I P 


Office  of  Local  Partnership  is  dedicated  to  fostering 
quality  arts  activities  on  the  local  level  by  providing  a  special 
opportunity  for  organizations  to  develop  and  enhance  arts 
programming  in  their  own  communities. 


Grants  to  Local  Arts  Agencies 

Grants  to  Local  Arts  Agencies  provides  programming  and/or 
operational  support. 


Regranting  Program 

Regranting  Program  allows  funds  for  local  arts  agencies 
for  regranting  in  support  of  arts  programs  in  their  local 
communities. 


Presenters  Development  Grants 

Presenters  Development  Grants  offers  programming  and/or 
operational  support  to  presenters  of  quality  performing  arts 
activities. 

Artstour 

Artstour  provides  fee  support  to  presenting  organizations  for 
Illinois  performing  groups  and/or  artists. 

Arts- in -Education  Program 

Arts-in-Education  Programs  support  artists  residencies, 
curriculum  development  projects  and  supplemental  arts 
education  activities  of  community-based  organizations. 


PERFORMING  ARTS 
PROGRAMS 


Performing  Arts  Programs  foster  excellence  in  theatre,  dance 
and  music  by  supporting  ongoing  arts  programming,  new 
projects,  staffing,  promotional  and  audience  development 
activities. 


COMMUNICATION  ARTS 
PROGRAMS 


Communication  Arts  Programs  support  and  promote  the 
creation  and  distribution  of  literature  and  media  arts. 


Literary  Awards 

Literary  Awards  are  given  each  year  for  the  publication  of 
quality  new  writing  by  Illinois  writers  in  Illinois  not-for-profit 
magazines. 


SPECIAL  PROJECTS  AND 
SERVICES  TO  THE  FIELD 


Special  Projects  and  Services  to  the  Field  assists  in  the 
development  of  new  program  initiatives  and  implementation 
of  broad-based  technical  assistance  programs- which 
address  the  needs  of  arts  organizations  and  individual  artists. 


IVluIti- Disciplinary  Program  Grants 

Multi-Disciplinary  Program  Grants  are  designed  to  support 
organizations  that  offer  quality  presentations  which  fuse  or 
involve  two  or  more  distinct  artistic  disciplines  or  provide 
services  or  workshops  to  those  working  in  various  artistic 
disciplines. 

Access  Program 

Access  Program  is  designed  to  enrich  the  artistic  wealth  of 
our  state  by  supporting  artistic  projects  that  are  deeply  rooted 
in  and  reflective  of  the  culture  of  minority,  inner-city,  rural, 
tribal,  older  adults,  disabled  or  any  other  under-represented 
populations. 


Building  by  Design 

Building  By  Design  makes  grants  available  for  comprehensive 
design  and  planning  of  cultural  facilities  for  arts  and  commu¬ 
nity  organizations. 


INDIVIDUAL  ARTISTS 
FELLOWSHIPS 


Individual  Artists  Fellowships  are  awarded  annually  in  all 
related  disciplines. 


GRANTS  GUIDELINES  AND 
APPLICATIONS 


Grants  Guidelines  and  Applications  are  available  upon 
request.  Applicants  are  strongly  encouraged  to  discuss 
proposals  with  the  appropriate  Arts  Council  program  staff 
prior  to  submitting  applications. 


ILLINOIS  ARTS  COUNCIL 
SERVICES 


Illinois  Arts  Council  Services  are  available  to  provide 
assistance  in  arts  programming,  organizational  and  board 
development,  resource  development  and  planning.  Regional 
and  state-wide  conferences,  workshops  and  meetings  are 
sponsored  for  local  arts  agencies,  presenters  and  in  arts 
education. 


Awareness  Meetings 

Awareness  Meetings  are  conducted  by  Arts  Council  staff  to 
bring  First-hand  information  to  Illinois’  communities.  Local 
organizations  interested  in  these  meetings,  held  free  of 
charge,  should  contact  the  Public  Information  Office. 
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Illinois  Arts  Council 
State  of  Illinois  Center 


